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Major Richard I. Newcomb, Commanding Officer of the Provisional Military Police Battalion, Armed Forces Special 

Weapons Project, Los Alamos, New Mexico, was born June 11, 1911, at Flora Dista, New Mexico. 

In December, 1929, he entered the Army and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Reserve Corps. Nine years 

later he was promoted to the grade of First Lieutenant; in 1942, to the grade of Captain; and a year later, to the grade of 

Major. 

After serving with the Pacific Engineer division, Major Newcomb was assigned to the Manhattan Engineer District, 

where he served as labor relations officer; assistant area engineer; Santa Fe Detachment; post administrative officer; 

commander of troops; and finally. Battalion Commander, Provisional   Military   Police Battalion, Armed Forces 

Special Weapons Project. 

Major Newcomb has, through his complete cooperation with the officers and enlisted men under his command, given 

the Military Police of this station a name of distinction. His contribution to the success of the battalion in meeting its 

responsibilities has always been of the highest caliber. He has a high degree of personal charm, a thorough knowledge 

of men, and is an officer of keen knowledge. 
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WILLIAM Y. BUCK  

 Executive Officer 

 

 

MAJOR CUGGIE E. KYZER 

Deputy Battalion Commander 

MAJOR GERALD M. McDONNEL 

Post Surgeon 

CAPTAIN JAMES C. FOWLER 

Asst. Operations Officer 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM M. HIGGINS  

Operations Officer 

CAPTAIN CHARLES H. KENNEDY 

Motor Officer 

CAPTAIN FRANCIS J. KRATCH 

Supply Officer 

CAPTAIN GEORGE W. McMAUGHAN 

Company Commander, Co. A  

CAPTAIN MEREDITH MALLORY, JR. 

Asst. Post Surgeon  

CAPTAIN EDWARD A. STERLING III 

Battalion Adjutant 

1st LIEUT. BERNARD W. DETLEFSEN 

Company Commander, Co. C 

1st LIEUT. HARVEY B. KOHL 

Company Commander, Hdqrs. Co. 

1st LIEUT. JOSEPH F. MICEL1 

Company Commander, Co. B 

1st LIEUT. GEORGE A. ORFALEA 

Company Officer, Co. B  

1st LIEUT. ROBERT E. ROBINS 

Company Officer, Co. A 

1st LIEUT. WILLIAM R. SPRING 

Company Officer, Co. A 

2nd LIEUT. FRED H. DRUCKER  

Company Officer, Co. C 

2nd LIEUT. ARTHUR C. HEBERT 

Company Officer, Co. C 

2nd LIEUT. NELS B. NELSON 

Company Officer, Co. B 

 

     Not Pictured: 

CAPTAIN HUGH B. MARTIN, 

PX Officer 

2nd LIEUT. JOSEPH R. CRUCIANI  

Company Officer, Co. B 

 

 

 



History of Los Alamos 
It was determined by October. 1942, that a new site was necessary to develop and test the Atomic bomb under the 

Manhattan District. The site finally chosen, after thorough investigation by the proper authorities, was the Los Alamos 

Ranch School (an exclusive boys boarding school) at Otowi. New Mexico. 

This location was selected because it not only offered the isolation necessary for such a top secret laboratory, but It also 

fulfilled various requirements of accessibility, climate, utility facilities, and the existing school buildings offered some 

housing for immediate occupancy. 

The school was located on a mesa on the eastern slope of the Jemcz Mountains (part of the Rocky Mountain system), 

approximately forty miles northwest of Santa Fe, the state capital of New Mexico. 

As mentioned previously, there were a handful of log ranch bull dings which had been used for the school and could be 

again used for housing a small number of persons. But there was no laboratory, no library, no shop area, no adequate 

power plant. The only means of approach was a narrow, winding mountain road. This meant, of course, that immediate 

construction must be completed for the necessary buildings and roads for such a project That handicaps of the site were 

met to such a degree is certainly a tribute to the personnelðcivilian and militaryðwho accomplished it. 

Generally speaking, the project was divided into two working uniteðthe scientific personnel (civilian and military) 

engaged in the research and development of the nuclear weapon, and the headquarter personnel (military and civil 

service) whoso primary function was to administer and maintain the cervices and operations of the community. 

It was thought in the beginning that the community of Los Alamos would remain email, perhaps with a maximum of 

300 persons. This conjecture was dispelled almost at once, for the resident population of fifteen persons at the end of 

1943 had grown to approximately 3,000 by the end of 1943, and by the end of 1914, the figure was well above 4,000. 

An estimate at the end of 1946 showed approximately 6,500. and 1946 ended with a resident figure of nearly 8,000. This 

does not include the commuting employees who were estimated at almost 2,000 for the year 1946.  

Los Alamos Headquarters Established 

Lt Colonel J. M. Harman was assigned as the first Commanding Officer of Los Alamos, arriving in Santa Fe, New 

Mexico, on 16 January 1943. His original office was established In Room Number 8, Bishop Building, and this continued 

to be his headquarters until 19 April 1943, when it was moved to LOB Alamos. 

Among the first officers to serve at this station in the various main divisions of Poet Headquarters were: Major W. A. 

Stevens, Operations Officer; Captain N. E. Davis, Administrative Officer and Adjutant; 2nd Lt. Curtis L. Clark, 

Intelligence Officer: 1st Lt, V. F. Dean. Post Exchange and Civilian Mess Officer; 1st Lt. James F. Nolan, and 1st Lt. J. J. 

Horowitz, Medical Officers; Captain E. A. White, Supply Officer; and Captain Ralph Carlisle Smith, Legal and Patent 

Officer and OSRD Representative. 

Commanding Officers 
Colonel Harman (promoted 15 February 1943) remained Commanding Officer until May. 1943, when he was succeeded 

by Lt Colonel Whitney Ashbridge. Lt. Colonel Ashbridge commanded the Post until October, 1944, at which time 

Colonel O. R. Tyler became Commanding Officer. He. in turn, was succeeded by Colonel L. E. Seeman in November, 

1945. Colonel Seeman was in command until September, 1946, when Colonel Herbert C. Gee was assigned that duty. At 

the time the Atomic Energy Commission assumed responsibility for the direction at Los Alamos, the existing military 

organization was requested to serve as an interim management until the Commission selected its own manager. 

Therefore, Colonel Gee continued in the capacity of Area Manager until 16 J.uly 1947 when Mr. Carroll L. Tyler 

assumed responsibility as manager of the Santa Fe Directed Operations. 

Military Units Assigned to Los Alamos 

In addition to the headquarters staff, three troop unite were originally assigned to Los Alamos, and a fourth was initiated 

in October, 1943. They were the Military Police Detachment, the Provisional Engineer Detachment, the Provisional 

WAG Detachment, and the Special Engineer Detachment. 

THE MP DETACHMENT, established for guard duty at Los Alamos, was organized at Ft. Riley, Kansas, in March, 

1943, and was designated as Provisional MP Detachment No. 1. The original strength of the unit when it arrived at Los 

Alamos In April, 1943, was seven officers and 196 enlisted men. A medical officer and a veterinary were also attached 

to the group. All of these men had met overseas requirements, and had volunteered for that type of assignment. 

The MP officers were Captain A. L. Cernaghan, 1st Lt. C. E. Day, 1st Lt. E. V. Hughie. 1st Lt. M. Wroe, 2nd Lt. R. M. 

Cassidy, 2nd Lt. H. C. Bush, and 2nd Lt. J. F. Vollmer; 1st Lt J. J. Horowitz was the medical officer, and 1st Lt. R. E. 

Thompsett was the veterinary. 

The detachment assumed the guard responsibility for the project, relieving the civilian guards who had formerly been 

assigned to the internal security, and the unit was specifically charged with guarding the Technical Area, outlying sites, as 

well as standing duty as fire guard. As further new construction began in 1943, more men were required for the MP 

Company. In September of that year, 99 additional men were assigned to Los Alamos. The unit grew proportionately 

with the growth of the community, and at the end of 1946; the authorized strength was 486 men and nine officers. This 

guard was manning a total of 44 full-time posts, requiring 116 men every 24-hour period. 

The unit wan organized with an equestrian section as it was assumed that mounted sentries would be required to patrol 

the distant outlying areas. In fact six mounted posts wore in effect from time to time, but they were found to be 



Impractical and the last was abandoned in January, 11H1. After that, the 134 horses maintained for mounts were used 

only for periodic patrols and recreational purposes. 

The Mil itary Police at Los Alamos. under the supervision of the Provost Marshal, constituted the primary law-

enforcement officers of the Project. The Motor Patrol Section patrolled the roads, apprehended traffic violators, Issued 

summonses for appearance before the court, and testified in resultant proceedings. 

The veterinary department was established under the MP Detachment. Tills was an additional service to the community 

and included not only the care of the horses, dogs and other animals owned by the Army and civilian personnel, but 

also the inspection of all foods of animal origin, such as milk and eggs at the project 

AEC Security Guards Replace MPs 
Plans were initiated by the AEC early in 1947, to replace the military guards with civilian security guards. However, the 

MP Detachment continued its activities without interruption until 21 October 1947 when the first group of security guards 

arrived at Los Alamos after having completed their basic training. The first contingent of civilian guards took, over the 

town section, including traffic control, and Post One. The second group of security guards arrived at Los Alamos on 15 

November 1947 and relieved the MP Detachment of still further duties. 

THE PROVISIONAL ENGINEER DETACHMENT NUMBER ONE was formed at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and 

originally consisted of one officer, 1st Lt. Clinton A. Nash, and 42 enlisted men. This group reported to Los Alamos 

18 April 1943. It was a purely service organization with all personnel chosen to fill  specified positions at the Project. 

The men operated the power plant, steam plant, motor pool and garage, and maintained and repaired buildings and 

roads. They also operated a small sawmill. As this Post grew, the unit was increased to two officers and 256 men. 

Then new mess halls were built, more vehicles were added to the motor pool and the steam and power plants were 

enlarged, and the detachment reached a peak figure of two officers and 486 enlisted men in November, 1945. This 

strength was gradually cut down by the demobilization program and normal attrition; and it became easier to secure 

civil ians to do the work handled by this unit so the Provisional Engineer Detachment was inactivated 1 July 1946. 

Both the MP and Provisional Engineer Detachments were subsistent on garrison rations which were procured from, 

the Quartermaster at Bruns General Hospital, Santa Fe. The MP Detachment operated the mess hall and supply room 

for both organizations. 

THE FIRST PROVISIONAL WAC DETACHMENT was activated 17 April 1943, In Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. The group of 

seven, one officer (3rd Officer Helen E. Mulvihlll) and six auxiliaries, reported to Los Alamos on 21 April 1943. 

On 24 August 1943, the entire organization, which had grown to two officers and 43 enlisted women, was sworn into 

the Army of the United States by Lt. Colonel Ashbridge. 

Many of the Wacs had technical training and were engaged in scientific research at Los Alamos. Others were in 

positions handling highly classified material as technicians, secretaries, clerks, telephone operators and librarians. 

They also were cooks, drivers, and approximately 20 medical Wacs served as hospital technicians. As was true with 

the other military units, the Wac Detachment expanded ns the requirements for personnel grew and in August. 1945, 

the strength reached approximately 260 enlisted women. 

The army demobilization program decreased this number each month thereafter, and the company was inactivated 19 

October 194G. 

The Provisional Engineer, MP, and Wac Detachments were all part of u Service Command Unit, their specific title 

being 4817th Service Command Unit, 8th Service Command Detachment. 

THE SPECIAL ENGINEER DETACHMENT was established In October, 1943. as a unit of 9812 Technical Service 

Unit, directly under the District Engineer, and not under the jurisdiction of the Eighth Service Command. The 

primary purpose of the unit was to supply trained technical personnel to the Project for positions it was impossible to 

fill with civilians and to enable the District Engineer to regain the services of key men. for whom it was not possible 

to secure deferments. The majority of the enlisted men in this detachment came directly from ASTP schools, and 

were selected through the Office of the District Engineer on the basis of previous background and education. For the 

most part, they were mechanical, electrical and chemical engineers, or men of similar scientific training. 

Enlisted men of this detachment were placed in various technical positions throughout the laboratory and proved 

extremely valuable. So valuable, in fact, that requisitions were never entirely filled for the number of men desired 

by the laboratory. The unit constantly grew. Its strength as of 1 March 1945 stood at approximately 800 men. By 

October of the name year this had increased to 1,823. The demobilization program of the Army began to take its toll 

and by 1 July 1946, the unit had been reduced to 403. However, regular Army replacements were used later in 1946 

to rebuild the detachment into a working unit, und by the end of the year it had increased to an approximate 

strength of 800 enlisted men. 

Replacement of SED's had presented a serious personnel problem as early as 1946. But in 1947 when it was definite 

that all military personnel would be removed, the problem of securing sufficient technical men to replace the SED's 

became acute. Although some of the enlisted men remained in their former positions as civilians, special recruiting 

programs were instituted to f i l l  the laboratory needs. 

First Provisional MP Battalion Formed 

As military personnel began to leave Los Alamos in line with the ultimate transition to an all-civilian operation, it 



became necessary to consolidate the remaining SEDs and MPs in one unit. This was accomplished by G. O. 1. 10 

January 1947 which organized the First Provisional Military Police Battalion effective 16 January 1947, to consist 

of Companies A, B, C, and a Headquarters and Service Company. Although there were a few Special Engineers 

who remained in their work in the Technical Areas until as late its July, 1947, the majority of them were 

transferred into the new battalion's Headquarters and Service Company. 

By forming this battalion and adding the Special Engineers to the contingent, it was possible to give a twenty-day 

training period to each MP company -every sixty days and still fulfill the primary military duty, that of Internal 

security. 

Maj. R. I. Newcomb was in command of the battalion when it was activated. Captain Edward A, Sterling assumed 

command on 23 May 1947 and remained in that capacity until he was relieved by Major Richard I. Newcomb on 

16 July 1947. Major Newcomb has been battalion commander from that date. 

Military Awards  

Besides the various individual awards made to military personnel at Los Alamos, the four detachments received the 

Meritorious Service Award four times. The citations read: "For outstanding devotion to duty and maintenance of a 

high standard of discipline." The first and second awards of the Plaque and Star were made on G. O. 13, 13 August 

1945 and covered the period of 7 October 1944 to 31 May 1945. The third citation was made on G. O. 1, 2 August 

1946 for the period 1 June 1945 to 30 November 1945. And. the fourth honor came on G. O. 2, 2 December 1946 for 

the period 1 December 1945 to 15 September 1946. 
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The awarding of the American Defense and Victory medals to those- of the Military  Police Battalion on Sept. 6, 1947. 

Presentations were made by Col. Austin W. Betts to the Battalion officers and by the Company Commanders to their 

companies. 

 

Conducting the first inspection of the newly organized First Provisional Military  Police Battalion. Manhattan District 

are: Col. H. C. Gee, Col. A. C. Nauman. Capt. G. W. McMaughan, Major R. I. Newcomb, Lieut. H. B. Kohl and Lieut. 

William Golden. 

 

 


