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US ARMY MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE - HAWAII  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA                 DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Organized 1 December 1988 as Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, United States 

Army Military Police Brigade ï Hawaii at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.  

  

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS  

  None 

 

DECORATIONS 

  None 

   

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  

  On a green rectangle arced at top and bottom with a yellow border, a yellow representation of 

King Kamehamehaôs spear between two red lightning flashes chevronwise reversed. 

  Symbolism: Green and yellow are the colors traditionally used by Military Police organizations. 

The red lightning flashes denote speed and on the mark accuracy as well as alluding to the unitôs 

motto. The spear is a traditional Hawaiian weapon and underscores the unit mission. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 17 August 1998. 

  

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

  The insignia consist of a stylized burst of medium blue rays superimposed by two red lightning 

flashes chevronwise reversed issuing a representation of King Kamehamehaôs spear all enclosed 

in base by a green scroll inscribed ñPACIFIC LIGHTNINGò in gold. 

  Symbolism: Green and yellow are the colors traditionally used by Military Police organizations. 

The stylized burst of rays alludes to the Pacific, the unitôs location. The red lightning flashes 

denote speed and on the mark accuracy as well as alluding to the unitôs motto. The spear is a 

traditional Hawaiian weapon and underscores the unitôs mission. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 17 August 1998. 

 

 

 

 

 



8
th

 MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA                 DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Constituted 8 April 1967 in the Regular Army as Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 

8
th
 Military Police Group. Activated 26 July 1967 at Fort Riley, Kansas. Inactivated 18 

December 1967 at Fort Riley, Kansas. Activated 24 August 1968 in Vietnam. Reorganized and 

redesignated 22 January 1970 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 8
th
 Military Police 

Group. Inactivated 1 July 1972 in Vietnam. Reorganized and redesignated 11 April 1996 as 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 8
th
 Military Police Brigade and activated in Korea. 

 

CAMPAIGN STREAME RS 

  Vietnam 

    Counteroffensive, Phase V 

    Counteroffensive, Phase VI 

    Tet 69/Counteroffensive 

    Summer-Fall 1969 

    Sanctuary Counteroffensive 

    Counteroffensive, Phase VII 

    Consolidation I 

    Consolidation II 

    Cease-Fire 

 

DECORATIONS 

  Meritorious Unit Commendation, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 1968-1969 (8
th
 Military 

Police Group cited; DA GO 43, 1970, as amended by DA GO 9, 1979) 

  Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 1968-

1972 (8
th
 Military Police Group cited; DA GO 6, 1974, as amended by DA GO 9, 1979) 

   

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  

  On a green rectangle arced at top and bottom with yellow border, a yellow sunburst bearing a 

taeguk all superimposed by a yellow sword.  

  Symbolism: Green and yellow are the colors traditionally used by Military Police units. The 

upright sword represents total military preparedness, and the sunburst symbolizes knowledge and 

truth. The taeguk highlights the unitôs mission in Korea. 



  Authorization: The shoulder sleeve insignia was approved 16 April 1996 and amended 16 

October 2006 to change the symbolism. 

 

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

  A gold color insignia consisting of a green enamel octagon bearing a gold chevron and at the 

top a gold sunburst extending above the octagon, surmounted overall by a sword point up 

terminating on the sun with gold hilt and details, all above a gold scroll bearing the inscription, 

ñFIND THE TRUTHò, in black enamel letters.  

  Symbolism: The chevron is used to represent the unitôs authority to provide crime prevention, 

survey support, and criminal investigation. The crusaderôs sword toughing the sunburst alludes to 

the unitôs ability to find the light of the truth. The single sword, in this instance, also referring to 

the unit once being the only United States Army criminal investigation group in the Republic of 

Vietnam. The octagon is used to further distinguish the organizationôs numerical designation.  

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 12 November 1969 for the 8
th
 Military Police Group 

and redesignated 16 April 1996 for the 8
th
 Military Police Brigade. 



11
th

 MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA                             DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Constituted 29 December 1966 in the Regular Army as Headquarters and Headquarters 

Detachment, 11
th
 Military Police Group. Activated 25 February 1967 at Fort Bragg, North 

Carolina. Inactivated 3 January 1972 at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Redesignated 13 March 

2003 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 11
th
 Military Police Brigade; concurrently, 

withdrawn from the Regular Army and allotted to the Army Reserve. Activated 16 September 

2005 at Ashley, Pennsylvania. 

 

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS  

  None 

 

DECORATIONS 

  None 

   

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  

  On a green disc within a yellow border, two vertical black bars surmounted by a yellow demi-

double bladed battle axe, detailed green, issuing from base. 

  Symbolism: Green and yellow are the colors traditionally used by Military Police units. The 

circular shape denotes the unitôs continual service to maintain justice. The bars allude to the 

unitôs designation number, ñ11ò and the black color signifies might. The double-headed axe 

represents the unitôs military readiness and vigilance, to enforce military security. 

  Authorization: The shoulder sleeve insignia was approved 17 September 2004. 

 

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

  A gold insignia consisting of a green scroll on two gold rollers, unrolled vertically and bearing 

two upright gold ionic columns all with a continuous gold motto scroll passing behind the green 

scroll at the sides and arced across the top and base, inscribed on the top arc COMMAND and on 

the lower arc PLAN AND CONTROL, all in black. 

   Symbolism: Green and yellow are the colors used for Military Police organizations. The scroll, 

ancient symbol for a legal document, is emblematic of the laws, decrees, and edicts to be 

maintained by the organization. The two columns symbolize order out of chaos and signify the 



embodiment of the unit's operation and jurisdiction. The columns also simulate the numeral 

eleven and allude to the unit's designation. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 6 June 1969 for the 11
th
 Military Police Group and 

redesignated 17 September 2004 for the 11
th
 Military Police Brigade. 



14
th

 MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA                      DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Constituted 24 June 1965 in the Regular Army as Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 

14
th
 Military Police Group. Activated 25 June 1965 in Germany. Inactivated 20 June 1972 at Fort 

George G. Meade, Maryland. Redesignated 16 November 1981 as Headquarters and 

Headquarters Company, 14
th
 Military Police Group, and activated in Germany. Reorganized and 

redesignated 16 August 1986 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 14
th
 Military Police 

Brigade. 

 

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS  

  None 

 

DECORATIONS 

  None 

   

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  
   On a vertical rectangle arched at the top and bottom with a green border, a field divided per 

saltire green and yellow and thereon a red battle-axe and sword in saltire surmounted by a white 

four-pointed star. 

  Symbolism: The compass points stand for the four corners of die battlefield and the four 

following combat missions of die Military Police Corps: battlefield circulation and control; law 

and order; rear battle operations; and enemy prisoners of war. The battle-axe and/or fasces and 

die sword symbolize the magistrate's authority and the unit's combat mission. The number 14 is 

represented by the crossed background and weapons recalling the Roman numeral "X" for 10 

with the 4 points on the compass star adding up to 14. Green and yellow are the branch colors of 

Military Police and red is for courage and action. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 29 January 1985 and amended 12 April 1985 to 

change the color of the border. 

 

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

  A gold insignia consisting of a gold triangle with fourteen rays, in base a green circle with 

center bar between a red triangle and a black inverted triangle, area between circle and above 



scroll ribbed gold, all above a green scroll, with black lining, inscribed in gold letters, ñWE 

GIVE OUR BESTò. 

  Symbolism: The circle with a horizontal center bar signifies "stopðdo not enter" in 

international traffic lore and is used here to allude to the unit's mission to protect life and 

property. The chevron shape represents authority (area above red triangle and behind upper half 

of green circle). The color red is used to symbolize courage and awareness and black to typify 

prudence and wisdom. Black is also used here as a symbol of the Black Forest of Germany, the 

country in which die unit was activated. The fourteen sun rays allude to leadership and further 

distinguish the numerical designation of the organization. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 14 August 1968 for the 14
th
 Military Police Group 

and redesignated 2 June 1968 for the 14
th
 Military Police Brigade. 



15
th

 MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA                   DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Constituted 24 June 1965 in the Regular Army as Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 

15
th
 Military Police Brigade. Activated 25 June 1965 at Frankfurt, Germany. Inactivated 30 June 

1976 at Heidelberg, Germany. Redesignated 2 October 2010 as the 15th United States Army 

Military Police Brigade and concurrently activated at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

 

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS  

  None 

 

DECORATIONS 

  None 

   

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  
  On a green shield within a yellow embattled border, a yellow griffin's head erased with red 

tongue and white eye. 

Symbolism: Green and yellow are the colors used for Military Police. The griffin, a symbol for 

eternal vigilance, within an embattled border, alludes to the military establishment and refers to 

the mission of the Brigade. The 15 projections comprising the embattled border allude to the 

numerical designation of the unit. 

Authorization: The insignia was originally approved for the 15
th
 Military Police Brigade on 18 

April 1966. It was redesignated effective 2 October 2010, for the 15
th
 United States Army 

Military Police Brigade and amended to update the description and symbolism. 

 

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

  A gold insignia consisting of a gold pike above and surmounting the upper portion of a 

continuous green scroll bearing the inscription, ñDUTY, JUSTICE, AND LOYALTY,ò in gold 

letters in base. 

  Symbolism: Green and yellow are the colors used for Military Police. The pike, a weapon used 

by provosts in the Middle Ages, symbolizes the basic mission of the brigade. The three points of 

the pike further allude to the organization's three missions of command, staff planning, and 

supervision of military police operations in peace and war. 



  Authorization: The insignia was originally approved for the 15
th
 Military Police Brigade on 26 

January 1968. It was redesignated effective 2 October 2010, for the 15
th
 United States Army 

Military Police Brigade and amended to update the description. 



16
th

 MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA                     DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Constituted 23 March 1966 in the Regular Army as Headquarters and Headquarters 

Detachment, 16
th
 Military Police Group. Activated 20 May 1966 at Fort George G. Meade, 

Maryland. Reorganized and redesignated 16 July 1981 as Headquarters and Headquarters 

Company, 16
th
 Military Police Brigade. 

 

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS  

  Vietnam 

    Counteroffensive, Phase II 

    Counteroffensive, Phase III 

    Tet Counteroffensive 

    Counteroffensive, Phase IV 

    Counteroffensive, Phase V 

    Counteroffensive, Phase VI 

    Tet 69/Counteroffensive 

    Summer-Fall 1969 

    Winter-Spring 1970 

    Sanctuary Counteroffensive 

    Counteroffensive, Phase VII 

    Consolidation I 

    Consolidation II 

  Armed Forces Expeditions 

    Panama 

  Southwest Asia 

    Defense of Saudi Arabia 

    Liberation and Defense of Kuwait 



 

DECORATIONS 

  Meritorious Unit Commendation, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 1966-1968 (Headquarters 

and Headquarters Detachment, 16
th
 Military Police Group, cited; DA GO 55, 1968). 

  Meritorious Unit Commendation, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 1968-1969 (Headquarters 

and Headquarters Detachment, 16
th
 Military Police Group, cited; DA GO 37, 1970) 

  Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 1966-

1971 (16
th
 Military Police Group cited; DA GO 6, 1974) 

 

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  
  On a dark green oblong arched at top and base a light green globe with dark green gridlines 

bearing a five-pointed yellow star throughout and issuing from the lower edge of the globe to the 

height of the lateral arms of the star a yellow acute angle bearing a dark green arrowhead 

throughout its length with the lower edge of its blades coinciding with the lower edge of the star, 

all within a yellow border. Immediately above and touching the shoulder sleeve insignia, a black 

arc tab inscribed AIRBORNE in yellow letters. 

  Symbolism: Green and yellow are the colors used for Military Police, and a star is emblematic 

of that branch of service. A star also connotes leadership and authority. The arrowhead is a sym-

bol for military preparedness and protection. All of the above, along with the globe, symbolize 

the overall mission, capabilities, and operational sphere of the organization. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 16 July 1981 and amended 23 February 1982 to add 

the ñAirborneò tab. 

 

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

  A gold insignia consisting of a diagonal band divided throughout by a radiant partition line, 

gold and scarlet, all within a green annulet, the upper part inscribed with the motto "COMBAT 

SUPPORT" in gold letters and the lower part surmounted by two gold sprigs of oak leaves; 

overall an upright white sword, the point between the two words of the motto and the pommel 

extending beyond the leaves and the lower part of the annulet. 

  Symbolism: The sword surmounting the band of flames represents military justice overcoming 

the fires of conflict and violence. The design refers to the basic mission of the Military Police 

Corps, the maintenance of law and order. The white sword, used on the insignia of many U.S. 

Army organizations in Vietnam, and the colors red and yellow from the flag of the Republic of 

Vietnam stand for service in that country. The oak leaves are for strength and also allude to the 

state tree of Maryland where the unit was originally organized. The colors green and yellow are 

for the Military Police Corps. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 7 November 1968 for the 16
th
 Military Police Group 

and redesignated 16 July 1981 for the 16
th
 Military Police Brigade. 



18
th

 MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA                     DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Constituted 23 March 1966 in the Regular Army as Headquarters and Headquarters 

Detachment, 18
th
 Milit ary Police Brigade. Activated 20 May 1966 at Fort George G. Meade, 

Maryland. Inactivated 29 March 1973 at Oakland, California. Redesignated 16 August 1985 as 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 18
th
 Military Police Brigade, and activated in 

Germany. 

 

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS  

  Vietnam 

    Counteroffensive, Phase II 

    Counteroffensive, Phase III 

    Tet Counteroffensive 

    Counteroffensive, Phase IV 

    Counteroffensive, Phase V 

    Counteroffensive, Phase VI 

    Tet 69/Counteroffensive 

    Summer-Fall 1969 

    Winter-Spring 1970 

    Sanctuary Counteroffensive 

    Counteroffensive, Phase VII 

    Consolidation I 

    Consolidation II 

    Cease-Fire 

  War on Terrorism 

    Iraq 

 

DECORATIONS 

  Valorous Unit Award for IRAQ 2003-2004 

  Meritorious Unit Commendation, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 1966-1967 (DA GO 17, 

1968) 

  Meritorious Unit Commendation, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 1967-1968 (DA GO 46, 

1969) 



  Meritorious Unit Commendation, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 1968-1971 (DA GO 6, 

1974) 

  Meritorious Unit Commendation, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 1971-1973 (DA GO 32, 

1973) 

  Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 1966-

1973(DA GO 6, 1974) 

  Army Superior Unit Award for 1995-1996 

   

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  

  On a shield with a yellow border, a green field bearing the yellow silhouette of a Roman fasces 

charged with a green sword, point up. 

  Symbolism: Green and yellow are the colors of the Military Police Corps. The fasces, an ancient 

symbol of the magistrateôs authority, and the sword for the military are combined to symbolize 

military law and order. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 1 June 1966. 

 

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

  A silver insignia consisting of a square, one point up, divided horizontally, the top half yellow, 

the bottom half black, bearing a red lion's head guardant, mouth black and tongue blue, and 

attached below the square a silver scroll inscribed, "EVER VIGILANT," in black letters. 

  Symbolism: The background represents the day (yellow/gold) and the night (black) over which 

the strong watchful eye of the military police, here represented by the lion's head, is in constant 

vigilance. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 1 June 1966 and amended 9 May 1985 to update the 

description and symbolism.  



42
nd

 MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA                       DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Constituted 25 January 1968 in the Regular Army as Headquarters and Headquarters 

Detachment, 42
nd

 Military Police Group, and activated in Germany. Reorganized and 

redesignated 21 October 1977 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 42
nd

 Military Police 

Group. Inactivated 1 November 1994 in Germany. Redesignated12 May 2004 as Headquarters 

and Headquarters Company, 42
nd

 Military Police Brigade. Activated 16 October 2004 at Fort 

Lewis, Washington. 

 

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS  

  War on Terrorism 

    Iraq 

 

DECORATIONS 

  Meritorious Unit Commendation, for GERMANY 1968 (DA GO 42, 1969) 

  Meritorious Unit Commendation, for IRAQ 2004-2005 

 

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  

  On a Green shield-shaped embroidered device edged with Yellow border overall blazoned as 

follows:  Vert, a key with a pierced trifoliate bow, ward up and a double-axed fasces saltirewise 

blades up all Or, overall a sword palewise blade up of the like, pommel Sable charged with a 

pellet fimbriated Argent (Silver Gray). 

  Symbolism: Green and yellow are the colors traditionally used by Military Police units. The key 

indicates command, control and guardianship of the 42
nd

 Military Police Brigade. The double-

head fasces denote magistrateôs authority and the unitôs combat mission. The sword represents 

military readiness; the silver gray ring of the black disc symbolizes the brigadeôs lineage to I 

Corps. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 16 October 2004. 

 

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

  A gold insignia consisting of a gold portcullis, the chain arched above, and surmounted 

vertically throughout by a gold sword, the pommel extending beyond the chain and 



circumscribed in base by a green scroll extending from the terminal links of the chain and 

inscribed ñINTEGRITY OF ACTIONò in gold letters. 

  Symbolism:  Green and yellow are the colors used for Military Police. The portcullis represents 

all entry and exit points under the unit's jurisdiction. While the sword denotes the military, it also 

simulates a pivot and symbolizes command and control. The chain and scroll, in forming a circle, 

refer to the cooperation between civilian and military in the supervision of mutual activities. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 23 July 1969 for the 42
nd

 Military Police Group and 

redesignated 16 October 2004 with the description and symbolism updated for the 42
nd

 Military 

Police Brigade. 



43
rd

 MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA                   DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Constituted 4 March 1959 in the Rhode Island Army National Guard as Headquarters and 

Headquarters Detachment, 103
rd

 Replacement Battalion. Organized and Federally recognized 1 

April 1959 at Providence. Converted and redesignated 18 March 1963 as Headquarters and 

Headquarters Company, 43
rd

 Engineer Group. Converted and redesignated 1 May 1968 as Head 

quarters and Headquarters Detachment, 43
rd

 Military Police Brigade. Reorganized and 

redesignated 1 May 1976 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 43
rd

 Military Police 

Brigade. 

 

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS  

  None 

 

DECORATIONS 

  None 

   

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  

  On a green shield, overall a yellow wall of two crenelles above three green wavy bars, issuing 

from base and surmounted overall a white pike all within a yellow border. 

 Symbolism:  The fortification above the wavy bars alludes to the wall surrounding the fifteenth 

city of Rhodes, capital of the island of Rhodes, after which Rhode Island was named. The wavy 

bars also represent Narragansett Bay and the many waterways of the state. The pike, an early 

weapon used by guards, symbolizes the 43
rd

 Military Police Brigade's ability to give protection 

and strong support. Green and yellow are the colors used for Military Police units. 

  Authorization: The shoulder sleeve insignia was approved 16 May 1969. 

 

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

  A gold insignia consisting of a gold anchor vertically bisecting a horizontal white wavy band on 

a green background all encircled by a continuous gold scroll, divided in four folds, the upper 

three inscribed "PROTECT THE RIGHT" in green letters. 

  Symbolism: Green and yellow are the colors used by the Military Police. The gold anchor 

adapted from the Rhode Island state flag and the wavy band simulating the water of Narragansett 

Bay allude to the home area of the organization. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 23 May 1972. 



49
th

 MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA              DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Organized and federally recognized 1 July 1924 in the California National Guard at San Jose as 

Headquarters, 2
nd

 Battalion, 159
th
 Infantry, an element of the 40

th
 Division. Location changed 19 

September 1940 to Oakland. Inducted into Federal service 3 March 1941 at Oakland. (159
th
 

Infantry relieved 29 October 1941 from assignment to the 40
th
 Division and assigned to the 7

th
 

Division [later redesignated as the 7
th
 Infantry Division]; relieved 23 August 1943 from 

assignment to the 7
th
 Infantry Division.) Inactivated 6 November 1945 at Camp Kilmer, New 

Jersey. Consolidated 15 October 1948 with Headquarters Company, 2
nd

 Battalion, 159
th
 Infantry 

(ANNEX), and consolidated unit reorganized and Federally recognized at San Jose as 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2
nd

 Battalion, 159
th
 Infantry, an element of the 49

th
 

Infantry Division. Reorganized and redesignated 1 May 1959 as Headquarters and Headquarters 

Company, 2
nd

 Battle Group, 159
th
 Infantry. Reorganized and redesignated 1 March 1963 as 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2
nd

 Brigade, 49
th
 Infantry Division. Reorganized and 

re-designated 4 December 1965 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 49
th
 Infantry 

Brigade, and relieved from assignment to the 49
th
 Infantry Division. Consolidated 29 January 

1968 with the 49
th
 Administration Company (organized and Federally recognized 4 December 

1965 at Alameda) and consolidated unit designated as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 

49
th
 Infantry Brigade, at Alameda. Consolidated 1 November 1971 with the 149

th
 Aviation 

Company (organized and Federally recognized 8 August 1971 at Alameda) and consolidated unit 

designated as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 49
th
 Infantry Brigade. Converted and 

redesignated 1 February 1976 as Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 49
th
 Mili tary 

Police Brigade. Reorganized and redesignated 1 May 1976 as Headquarters and Headquarters 

Company, 49
th
 Military Police Brigade. Relocated 1 June 1996 to San Rafael, California. 

Consolidated 1 September 1997 with Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 185
th
 Military 

Police Battalion and Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 49
th
 Military Police Battalion 

and consolidated unit reorganized and redesignated at Pittsburg as Headquarters and 

Headquarters Detachment, 49th Military Police Battalion. Withdrawn from the 49
th
 Military 

Police Battalion, reorganized and Federally recognized 16 January 2005 as Headquarters and 

Headquarters Company, 49
th
 Military Police Brigade at Fairfield. 

 

ANNEX 

  Organized and Federally recognized 20 February 1937 in the California National Guard at San 



Jose as Headquarters Company, 2
nd

 Battalion, 159
th
 Infantry, an element of the 40

th
 Division. 

Redesignated 1 May 1940 as Headquarters Detachment, 2
nd

 Battalion, 159
th
 Infantry. Inducted 

into Federal service 3 March 1941 at San Jose. (159
th
 Infantry relieved 29 October 1941 from 

assignment to the 40
th
 Division and assigned to the 7

th
 Division [later redesignated as the 7

th
 

Infantry Division]; relieved 23 August 1943 from assignment to the 7
th
 Infantry Division.) 

Reorganized and redesignated 25 July 1942 as Headquarters Company, 2
nd

 Battalion, 159
th
 

Infantry. Inactivated 6 November 1945 at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey. 

 

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS  

  World War II  

    Aleutian-Islands 

    European-African-Middle Eastern Theater, Streamer without inscription 

 

DECORATIONS 

  None 

   

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  

  On a shield, within a yellow border, a field divided horizontally wavy with yellow above and 

blue below; on the yellow portion is a red disc with twelve teeth and a yellow center and on the 

blue portion a yellow vertical diamond. 

  Symbolism: The elements of the design symbolize the discovery of gold in California, alluding 

to the Brigade's state of origin and to its numerical designation. The yellow of the background 

refers to California's popular nickname, "The Golden State." The red disc denotes the State's 

sunny climate and alludes further to Sutler's Mill, a sawmill located on the American River 

(represented by the wavy blue area), where the first gold nuggets, indicated by the yellow 

diamond shape, were discovered in California in 1849. 

  Authorization: The insignia was originally approved 4 November 1966 for the 49
th
 Infantry 

Brigade and redesignated 13 September 1976 for the 49
th
 Military Police Brigade. It was 

cancelled 1 April 1998 and reinstated 16 January 2005 with the description updated. 

 

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

  A gold insignia consisting of a black bear's paw with claws pointed upwards in the center of a 

gold sun on a blue disc contained by a circular gold scroll bearing the motto "PRIDE AND 

POWER" in black, the lower ends of the scroll connected by gold links to a red band about the 

wrist of the bear's paw. 

  Symbolism: The gold sun set in blue is symbolic of the Californians' pride in his state. The 

bear's paw is suggested by the powerful animal on the crest of the California Army National 

Guard and the band about the wrist denotes reliable control. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 6 October 1967 for the 49
th
 Infantry Brigade and 

redesignated 13 September 1976 for the 49
th
 Military Police Brigade. It was cancelled 1 April 

1998 and reinstated 16 January 2005 with the description updated. 



89
th

 MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           SHOULDER SLEEVE INSI GNIA                   DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Constituted 19 February 1966 in the Regular Army as Headquarters and Headquarters 

Detachment, 89
th
 Military Police Group. Activated 15 March 1966 in Vietnam. Inactivated 21 

December 1971 at Fort Lewis, Washington. Activated 13 September 1972 at Fort Lewis, 

Washington. Reorganized and redesignated 16 July 1981 as Headquarters and Headquarters 

Company, 89
th
 Military Police Brigade. 

 

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS   
Vietnam 

    Counteroffensive, Phase II 

    Counteroffensive, Phase III 

    Tet Counteroffensive 

    Counteroffensive, Phase IV 

    Counteroffensive, Phase V 

    Counteroffensive, Phase VI 

    Tet 69/Counteroffensive 

    Summer-Fall 1969 

    Winter-Spring 1970 

    Sanctuary Counteroffensive 

    Counteroffensive, Phase VII 

    Consolidation I 

    Consolidation II 

  Southwest Asia 

    Defense of Saudi Arabia 

    Liberation and Defense of Kuwait 

    Cease-Fire 

  War on Terrorism 

    Iraq 



 

DECORATIONS 

  Meritorious Unit Commendation for VIETNAM 1967-1968 

  Meritorious Unit Commendation for IRAQ 2006-2007 

  Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm for VIETNAM 1966-1971 

 

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  
  On a disc with a yellow border, nine vertical alternating green and yellow stripes and centered 

thereon a scarlet eight pointed star, bearing at center overall a white sword point up surmounted 

by a yellow dragonôs head.  

  Symbolism: Yellow and green are the colors associated with Military Police. The star is 

symbolic of courage and law enforcement. The eight points and the nine stripes suggest the 

unitôs numerical designation. The sword represents military justice, law and order. The dragon 

represents authority and guardianship and alludes to the unitôs activation in the Republic of 

Vietnam. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 20 October 1981.  

 

DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

  A gold color insignia consisting of a green enamel oriental dragonôs head grasping in its mouth 

a stalk of gold bamboo fired a red enamel flame at both ends and supporting an arched black 

enamel scroll bearing the inscription ñPROVEN IN BATTLEò in gold letters. 

    Symbolism: Gold and green are the colors used for the Military Police. The dragon, a fierce 

adversary, is the heraldic symbol for defender of the lawful leader, and denotes Vietnam, where 

the unit was activated. The black scroll represents law, jurisdiction and jurisprudence, and the 

flames allude to the unitôs many combat engagements. 

  Authorization: The insignia was approved 4 October 1968 for the 89
th
 Military Police Group 

and redesignated 20 October 1981 for the 89
th
 Military Police Brigade. 



177
th

 MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA                   DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA  

 

  Organized and federally recognized 14 June 1921 in the Michigan National Guard at Detroit as 

Headquarters Detachment, 1
st
 Separate Squadron, Cavalry. Redesignated 1 July 1921 as 

Headquarters Detachment, 1
st
 Squadron, 106

th
 Cavalry, an element of the 22

nd
 Cavalry Division. 

Reorganized and redesignated 10 April 1929 as Troop I, 106
th
 Cavalry. Converted and 

redesignated 20 September 1940 as Battery E, 210
th
 Coast Artillery, and relieved from 

assignment to the 22
nd

 Cavalry Division. Inducted into Federal service 24 February 1941 at 

Detroit. Reorganized and redesignated 14 February 1944 as Battery A, 593
rd

 Antiaircraft 

Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion. Inactivated 1 November 1944 at Camp Howze, Texas. 

Reorganized and federally recognized 20 January 1947 at Detroit as Headquarters and 

Headquarters Battery, 46
th
 Division Artillery. Reorganized and redesignated 15 March 1959 as 

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 46
th
 Infantry Division Artillery. Ordered into active 

Federal service 24 July 1967 at Detroit; released 2 August 1967 from active Federal service and 

reverted to State control. Reorganized and redesignated 1 February 1968 as Headquarters and 

Headquarters Battery, 157
th
 Artillery Group, and relieved from assignment to the 46

th
 Infantry 

Division. Redesignated 1 February 1972 as Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 157
th
 Field 

Artillery Group. 

  Converted and redesignated 1 April 1976 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 177
th
 

Military Police Group. Reorganized and redesignated 7 November 1985 as Headquarters and 

Headquarters Company, 177
th
 Military Police Brigade. 

 

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS  

  World War II 

    Aleutian Islands 

 

DECORATIONS 

  None 

   

SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA  

  A yellow circular insignia with a green border, consisting of a twelve spoke green gear wheel 

bearing two yellow keys in bend addorsed, the sinister inverted, and interlaced with two yellow 

keys in bend sinister addorsed the sinister inverted. 


